THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

Please appoint time. Impossible to-day for technical
reasons. Transmitted at one o'clock on the s6th
March.

National Council of Defence to Nationalist Government.
We extend previous radiogram to state that it may
be possible to hand over aircraft late to-day. If so,
we will duly communicate. Transmitted at two
o'clock, a6th March.

The enemy replied as follows:

Extremely urgent. In view of imminent advance on
various points of the fronts, some of them impossible
to delay, we advise the forces in front lines to show the
white flag before preparations by artillery and air-
craft, taking advantage of a short pause which will
be given so that they may send hostages with flag of
surrender, following as far as possible the instructions
already given. (Received at 3.04 o'clock on the 26th
March).

This communication from the Nationalist made us most
indignant. We realised that the enemy had no intention
of proceeding in good faith, of which the National Council
of Defence had given ample proofs.

The enemy, two hours after the Council had received
that radiogram, began two attacks, one in the Pozoblanco
region towards Almaden, and two from the bridge-head
of Toledo on Mora and the hills of Ocafia. They met no
resistance to either of their attacks, but nevertheless I gave
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